The profession of pharmacy recently passed a historic milestone that merits recognition, discussion, and celebration. I am referring to July 2010, which marked the passage of 10 years since all entry classes of pharmacy students were enrolled in doctor of pharmacy (PharmD)-only programs. Driven by the profession's aspirations for a larger role in health care, the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE), a decade ago, began accrediting only pharmacy education programs that met its standards for the PharmD degree.
The successful transformation of pharmacy education over the past 10 years is a tribute to the leadership of the administrators and faculty members at accredited colleges of pharmacy, the dedication of practitioners who take students under their wings for experiential instruction, the support of ACPE's 3 sponsors (American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy, American Pharmacists Association, and National Association of Boards of Pharmacy), the guidance and advice of other pharmacy organizations, and the work of the board of directors, other volunteers, and staff members of ACPE.
All of the colleges and schools of pharmacy in operation 10 years ago met the deadline for conversion from the bachelor of science (BS) degree to the PharmD entrylevel (first professional) degree. This was an enormous achievement. It involved marshalling resources for an additional year of instruction and making significant changes in the content and structure of the curriculum, including the addition of introductory pharmacy practice experiences (IPPE) and expanded advanced pharmacy practice experiences (APPE).
Demonstrating immense ingenuity, many colleges and schools of pharmacy during this period pioneered new ways of applying their resources to meet the challenge of preparing new pharmacists for an expanded role in health care. These innovations included: 
